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apply to the human body as they apply to inanimate nature.
The same substances have built up the universe and man in it.
No creature occupies a hierarchic place in the universe. The re-
lations between the parts of the universe are those of cause and
effect, things acting and things acted upon.
But this left a problem. All creatures are built out of the same
substances; yet each is an individual. The riddle of microcosmos
and rnacrocosmos recurred. Nearly a hundred years earlier,
Nicholas de Cusa had tried to formulate similar ideas. He was
counted among the mystics because he was unable to solve
the riddle of the "coincidence of the opposites." He went as
far as to say that "the above" is not distinguished from "the be-
low," and thus made a first step in the direction of Copernicus.
Eventually he acknowledged that the problem seemed insol-
uble and confessed himself in a state of "learned ignorance."
The generation of Paracelsus was bolder. It attacked the
same problem from the angle of experimental science. It dis-
covered the individual; it found the same life force in all organ-
isms; it approached the concept of laws of nature. Still the prob-.
lem remained baffling. Paracelsus, too, sounds difficult, mys-
tical, and "deep" when he tries to disentangle the individual
from the cosmos. He never managed to express his problem
clearly. For want of a more adequate scientific language,
Paracelsus had to state it in the astrological terms of microcos-
mos and macrocosmos: alike in the constituent elements, sim-
ilar in their structure, differentiated and opposed in their re-
ciprocal interaction. Or from another angle: in acting upon
each other, they are subject to identical laws of nature.
All these shortcomings, however, cannot minimize the bold-
ness of the task Paracelsus had undertaken. To appreciate the
audacity of the new thought, one need only look back to St.
Thomas Aquinas. He still thought God might change the world
any day, or interfere with its course at His pleasure, with only